Beyond autoregressive models: some implications of the trait-state distinction for the structural modeling of developmental change.
The use of structural modeling techniques to fit change concepts, including developmental ones, to repeated-measurements data has been rather firmly but uncritically wedded to autoregressive model specifications. The uncritical application of an autoregressive specification to repeated measures does not take into account subtleties of conceptions of stability and change (e.g., the trait-state distinction) that are now recognized in the behavioral research literature. We review the basic distinction between trait and state and examine the implications of the different possibilities for modeling developmental phenomena. The arguments are illustrated with empirical examples.